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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 IO-ll ISO-OO AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

COME-OO EB-07 FRB-03 INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-01 SP-02 

STR-04 TRSE-00 LAB-04 SIL-01 SAM-01 OMB-01 AGR-05 

DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SS-15 

USIA-06 /1 13 W 

025402 

R 261643Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5989 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION EC GENEVA 
USDEL MTN GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 3147 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, EAID, ECIN, EEC, EG, JO, SY, LE, IS, IT 
SUB J : GOI VIEWS ON EC-MASHRAQ NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 1015, EC BRUSSELS 1434 
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1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED INITIAL ROUND OF EC-MASHRAQ NEGOTIATIONS 
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WITH MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) REP STEA-AHTONINI (CHIEF, 

EC EXTERNAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, VICE PENNAROLA) IN ORDER 
ASCERTAIN GOI REACTION. STEA-ANTONINI MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. MASHRAQ COUNTRIES OBVIOUSLY UNWILLING CONCLUDE 
AGREEMENTS WITH EC WHICH DO NOT PROVIDE FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
AS WELL AS TRADE CONCESSIONS. ALTHOUGH EC COMMISSION S PRESENT 
MANDATE DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, THIS QUESTION 
WILL BE REEXAMINED AND, EVENTUALLY, THE COUNCIL WILL REVISE COM- 
MISSION'S MANDATE TO INCLUDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

B. ISRAEL EXPECTS SIMILAR TREATMENT IF EC-MASHRAQ AGREE- 
MENTS INCLUDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. ISRAELI EMBASSY ROME HAS 
ALREADY APPROACHED MFA IN THIS REGARD. CONSEQUENTLY, EVENHANDED 
APPROACH TO MIDDLE EAST BY EC ETT.I. REQUIRE REVISION OF EC-ISRAEL 
AGREEMENT TO INCLUDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

C. EC-MASHRAQ AGREEMENTS SHOULD POSE NO SIGNIFICANT 
PROBLEMS FOR ITALIAN AGRICULTURE, SINCE MASHRAQ COUNTRIES 
ARE NOT MAJOR PRODUCERS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS WHICH GOI 
CONSIDERS "SENSITIVE." 

2. COMMENT. DESPITE STEA-ANTONINI'S DISCLAIMER RE POSSIBLE 
PROBLEMS FOR ITALIAN AGRICULTURE, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT, AS 
NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED, MINISTRY AGRICULTURE WILL SHOW, IN 
RESPONSE TO PRESSURES FROM ITALIAN PRODUCERS, INCREASING 
CONCERN OVER PREFERENTIAL ACCESS TO EC OF INTER ALIA OLIVE 
OIL. CITRUS FRUIT MAY NOT BE A MAJOR PROBLEM, GIVEN RELATIVELY 
IMPORTANCE OF MASHRAQ COUNTRIES AS PRODUCERS. VOLPE 
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